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the Pragmatic Sanction. Charles had paid heavily for
England's support of his idee fixe, for in return he had
been forced to dissolve the Austrian Ostend East India
Company, a rival of British companies trading with
the East. Charles had also given England his word
that his daughter would not marry a Bourbon or any
other prince influential enough to upset the balance of
power in Europe, and he had agreed to support the
rule of a Spanish family in Italy.

Naturally George II. had every reason to be pleased
with this bargain; he had acknowledged a purely
theoretical Sanction and had received very practical
gains in return. He and Queen Caroline treated Francis
with the courtesy due the future consort of the ruling
Habsburg. Francis hunted with the King in Richmond
and Windsor, he conversed with Queen Caroline in the
evening, he went to Woolwich Arsenal, and he saw both
Houses of Parliament.

When Francis left, George wrote to assure his young
visitor that " nothing could have given me greater
pleasure than your sojourn in this country. I prize the
opportunity of becoming acquainted with your worth,
and I am certain that your kind heart will bear witness
to the sincerity with which I assure you of my perfect
esteem and constant friendship/' Austria's relations
with the Maritime Powers had been strengthened by
Francis's visit. Emperor Charles was pleased.

In The Hague, Francis saw a great deal of Lord
Chesterfield, and, sponsored by him, the Duke became
a member of a Masonic Lodge. Some Roman Catholic
historians have expressed their horror at the fact that
this Catholic Prince had anything to do with Free-
masonry. Obviously Francis was by temperament a
" joiner/' 3 mm who would have become 9, member of